AND DEBT                       187
very unusual accomplishment, for lie never boasted of it. I discovered it one day by accident; and then I ascertained on inquiry that he had emigrated to the West Indies, where he had spent some years. I asked him whether he had saved nothing there. He told me that he had been very comfortable. His employer had been kind to him, and had paid him well; but he had longed to get back to Ms home ; and, having saved over five hundred rupees, he had returned.
Such a sum would in those days have kept him and his family in comfort for five years; or invested it would have made him a comparatively rich man. I asked him how he had invested his savings. He replied that he had not possessed them over two or three weeks. There was a feast to be given to his caste-fellows on his return, so that his position in the caste might be assured after his journeyings beyond "the black water"; and there were presents and entertainments to be given to his friends : how could he, after a long absence, refuse such calls ? So all the savings of Ms exile were gone ; and he had settled down to a life for which he had acquired both the taste and the qualifications during his absence. He was an excellent coachman, hard-working and conscientious, and simply devoted to his horses.
Another case occurs to my mind. A good Gond cultivator of great vigour and of no little intelligence had placed me under considerable obligation by services rendered to me in the jungle. As I was leaving that part of the country, I made him the present of what seemed to him. a very large sum of money. He at once asked me to buy a little bit of land with it, and present that instead. I advised him to look out for a piece of land and buy it himself. He said that he feared that was impossible : his friends would think it so selfish of him to keep all that money to himself ! So 1 got him to look out quietly for such a plot as would suit him9 and report privately to me. I then got a trustworthy Indian friend to buy it for me, and handed it over to the Gond, who was allowed to enjoy it in peace.
Such incidents as these are quite typical.    They indicate